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UPLIFTING BODY, MIND AND SPIRIT

HEALTHY
T H E  M A G A Z I N E

As we put more land under irrigation, we needed more 
range land, and I purchased a substantial amount, the largest 
single purchase being from Henry Miller — 25,000 acres for 
$10 an acre. When we sold what was left of the ranch a few 
years ago, this particular area was valued at something over 
$60 an acre.

Also, under my management, the Merced City Water Sys-
tem, which we owned, was completely rebuilt, and though the 
Crocker Estate has sold everything else, they still own the wa-

ter works, which is one of the best small utility companies in 
the state.

We made an attempt to buy more land and develop it, but 
failing in this, the obvious thing was to sell the water works 
to the people. I think I can say without contradiction that I 
had more to do with the formation of the Merced Irrigation 
District than any other one person. 

Visalia, Merced — and on to the Monterey Peninsula
Last week, a young S.F.B. Morse graduated from Yale and 

headed west to seek his fortune. It was 1907, and California 
was a blossoming land of miners, ranchers and land specula-
tors. Morse’s first job, thanks to contacts he made in school, 
was with a power company in Visalia. After that, he was hired 
by William H. Crocker, son of railroad baron Charles Crocker, 
to manage his ranch in Merced ....

PART II

AFTER ARRIVING in Merced and taking over man-
agement of the Crocker Ranch, the first thing I did 
was to double the charge for water, which was be-

ing sold for the ridiculous price of $1 an acre, making the 
irrigation system a source of continual and substantial loss. 

Naturally there was great resistance on the part of the 
farmers who used the water, and we were one of the early 
cases that came before the newly appointed so- called rail-
road commission, or Public Utilities Commission, appointed 
by Hiram Johnson. They sustained our charge for water; they 
could hardly do otherwise. After that, it was a question of put-
ting water on all of the land we owned that was susceptible to 
irrigation and either selling the land, or using it ourselves to 
produce cattle feed. See MORSE page 19A Samuel F.B. Morse at the Hotel del Monte in Monterey in the 1920s.
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The Morse memoirs

A table at Carmel P.D. covered with pot and cash after a what 
seemed like a routine traffic stop on Junipero Street. See page 13A
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Traffic stop yields  
impressive haul on it.”

According to the March 8 survey of ground-floor retail 
space in the 19 blocks in the core commercial area, the block 
with the most empty spaces is Carmel Plaza, where there are 
five. The survey included all three floors of the Plaza — 48 
total spaces.

Recently several more
The block bordered by Ocean, Dolores, Lincoln and Sev-

enth contains four vacancies, though one of them — the 
Ocean Avenue space recently vacated by Talbott — will soon 
be occupied by an Italian men’s clothing store, Luciano Bar-
bera. A few months ago, the city’s main shopping street had 
four empty stores.

Downtown vacancies not so numerous after all
n Six percent of commercial spaces empty

By MARY SCHLEY

OF THE 427 street-level storefronts downtown, 29 are 
empty — including some that have been for years — accord-
ing to a survey conducted earlier this month by planning di-
rector Marc Wiener and his staff. Despite a lot of recent con-
sternation over the perception that vacancies were burgeoning, 
the rate is just 6 percent, compared with a national rate of just 
over 10 percent in the third quarter of last year, according to a 
real estate research firm.

“So far, my interpretation is the vacancies are kind of dis-
persed throughout the commercial district,” Wiener said. “We 
collected the data — the next step will be doing some analysis See VACANCIES page 15A

ling they were concerned about light intrusion and reflection 
from the large windows proposed for the west and south sides 
of the residence, as well as its overall mass looming over the 
beach, along with its height, lack of natural materials, and in-
ability to blend in with the dunes and the beach.

‘Not responsive’
But after that meeting, Sterling and his client, a San Fran-

cisco-based LLC managed by Franklin Loffer, didn’t make 
many changes, according to senior planner Marnie Waffle, 
who said she thought the revised application was “not respon-
sive to the comments provided during the preliminary review.” 

Sand & Sea home called ‘like corporate retreat’
n Planners seek ‘simplicity and modesty’

By MARY SCHLEY

PLANNING COMMISSIONERS didn’t think much of 
the design for a new home in the Sand & Sea development 
on San Antonio Avenue, asking architect Braden Sterling to 
come back with something smaller, lower profile, and more 
like a “beach house” than a “corporate retreat.”

The commission’s March 13 meeting was the second pub-
lic hearing on the 3,431-square-foot, two-story, modern-style 
home proposed to replace one of the beachside houses in the 
small group of homes. Last October, commissioners told Ster-

See CORPORATE page 16A

“We need your help, Carole,” said Butch Kronlund, “Over-
tourism and overuse are challenging Big Sur. The results are 
a measurable decline in the health of the environment and the 
safety of residents and visitors. Current county, state and fed-
eral staff are overwhelmed and unable to address these mount-
ing issues.”

Kronlund narrated a slide show depicting scenes of traf-
fic congestion at Bixby Bridge and along Sycamore Canyon 
Road, where public safety hazards abound.

‘Extreme changes’
Several members of the business community pushed back 

against blaming “overtourism” for Big Sur troubles, including 
Kirk Gafill, the general manager of Nepenthe restaurant.

“With all due respect, I challenge this term, ‘overtourism,’” 
Gafill said. “I think that suggests there are too many people to 
be accommodated along the Big Sur coast, and I don’t think 
that has yet to be demonstrated. What I do think though is that 
we have seen extreme changes in behavior due to social media 
and different cultural influences.”

After supporting Gafill’s views, Big Sur River Inn general 
manager Rick Aldinger brought up the need for more public 
restrooms in Big Sur — and told Groom that the resources of 
local businesses are being strained by visitors as a result. 

“They are coming in to use our private restrooms,” Alding-
er reported. “Then they get back into the car and move on — 
that is not a sustainable business model.”

‘We need your help,’ Big Sur tells coastal commish
n Locals disgree about ‘overtourism’

By CHRIS COUNTS

SEVEN YEARS after she became their representative on 
the California Coastal Commission, Carole Groom hosted her 
first “listening session” with Big Sur residents, who packed 
a meeting room at the Big Sur Lodge March 22 — and gave 
her an earful.

The tone of the dialogue was civil, but many residents 
spoke with a sense of urgency.

See HELP page 14A
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- FEDEX AUTHORIZED SHIP CENTER

- PROFESSIONAL PACKING & SHIPPING

- MAILBOX RENTAL WITH PHYSICAL 
MAILING ADDRESS TO ACCEPT PACKAGES 

- CONVENIENTLY LOCATED 
WITH PLENTY OF PARKING

3785 Via Nona Marie STE 108, Carmel 
(across from Post Office)

CarmelMail.com • 831-574-8410

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL

TW
FFFFRO

BEST
House

Cleaning 

‘16, ‘17, ‘18

So Many Dust Bunnies,
So Little Time

• Experienced

• Professional

Offering a personal 
and friendly touch

for 30 years.

BONDED
HOUSECLEANING

SPECIALISTS

626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

This cute gal is inquisitive 
and utterly charming. Tiger 
Lily loves attention, snuggles 
and gentle kisses. She 
is patient and calm with 
grooming and baths. She is 
also great in meeting new 
dogs and people.  

Tiger Lily is a small mixed breed at 10 pounds and 10-years-old.

If you’d like to meet Tiger Lily, 
please fi ll out an online adoption application.

 WWW.PEACEOFMINDDOGRESCUE.ORG
P.O. Box 51554, Pacifi c Grove, CA 93950

T I G E R  L I LY

831-718-9122
Ad Sponsored by

Monterey Bay Whale Watch Center 
www.GoWhales.com 

(If you’d like to sponsor
our next ad, give us a call.)
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Carmel Mission Basilica
Sat. Mass: 5:30 PM fulfills Sunday obligation.

Sun. Masses: 7:30 AM, 9:15 AM, 11:00 AM; 12:45 PM & 5:30 PM

Confessions: Sat. 9:30 to 10:30 AM (Blessed Sacrament Chapel)

3080 Rio Road, Carmel

www.churchintheforest.orgComplimentary gate access & valet parking 

THIS SUNDAY

EliseClaire Roberts, soprano
Katherine Edison, soprano

Melinda Coffey Armstead, piano & organ

Church in the Forest
at Stevenson School, Pebble Beach

Sundays at 9:45 am

in Chapel on 9th: Weekday Morning Prayer 9 am
Thursdays Centering Prayer 5 pm

(831)-624-3883  www.allsaintscarmel.org

Worship
CARMEL ~ CARMEL VALLEY ~ MONTEREY 

PACIFIC GROVE ~ PEBBLE BEACH

Nursery Care for Infants & Toddlers
Lincoln & 7th, Carmel by the Sea

831.624.3550  • www.churchofthewayfarer.com

to advertise call  (831) 274-8654 or email anne@carmelpinecone.com

Church of the Wayfarer
(A United Methodist Church) • 10 am Worship Service

‘Lost and Found’
Pastor Luke Ham

Saint John the Baptist
Greek Orthodox Church

Services: Saturday Vespers from 5 p.m.
Sunday Matins from 8:30 a.m. followed by 

9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy.
Lincoln and 9th Street, Carmel by the Sea (entrance from Lincoln). 

(408) 605-0621 or fatherion@gmail.com
Full schedule: http://www.stjohn-monterey.org/

All Saints’ Episcopal Church
DOLORES & 9TH, CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

Sunday 8 & 10:30 am service

First United Methodist Church
of Pacific Grove

www.butterflychurch.org

DISCERNMENT: 
THE PRODIGAL’S WELCOME

The Rev. Audrey Ward

Christian Science Church
Sunday Church and Sunday School 10 a.m.
Wednesday Testimony Meetings 7:30 p.m

Reading Room hours: 10 am to 4 pm Mon-Thu, 11 am to 3 p.m. Sat.
Childcare & Parking Provided

Lincoln St. btwn 5th & 6th • 624-3631

CARMEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SUNDAYS @ 9 :30AM TRADIT IONAL

& 11 :00AM CONTEMPORARY
CORNER OF OCEAN &  JUNIPERO

WWW.CARMELPRES.ORG

Loving Child Care, Children’s Sunday School
915 Sunset Dr. @ 17-Mile Dr., Pacific Grove

(831) 372-5875

There is one interesting thing which perhaps I should 
mention. The revolutions in Mexico made cattle in Northern 
Mexico very cheap. One particular shipment of long-horn cat-
tle from Northern Mexico we bought in Mexico and took a 
chance in getting them across. 

They were aged steers and stags, and we paid $12 a head 
for them. We got them across before Pancho Villa arrived, and 
if he had arrived first, he would have charged us $5-a-head 
duty, as he considered himself the government in that part of 
Mexico. That particular purchase was probably the best we 
ever made, but for years we purchased from 2,000 to 3,000 
head each year and fattened them for market. Most of them 
were purchased in Arizona and Nevada. 

Ready to calf
The best purchases that we made for years were cows that 

were ready to calf within a couple of months. We purchased 
them usually in November and they produced a calf by Febru-
ary, and by June or July we were able to dispose of the calf at 
almost enough to pay for both the cow and the calf, but those 
days have gone! 

In my years in the San Joaquin, I became intimate with 
many of the men who had fought Indians, hunted buffalo, and, 
in one particular incident, a man who had been not only a trail 
driver but a sheriff and U.S. Marshal from the late 1870s into 
the 1890s in Northern Wyoming. 

Because of the success that I had with operations, through 

MORSE
From page 1A

the influence of William H. Crocker, I was offered the job 
of manager of the Pacific Improvement Company, a holding 
company of the Southern Pacific Railroad. 

My job was to liquidate the holdings of the company, 
which included the Hotel Del Monte, the Del Monte Forest, 
and Monterey County Water Works, and some 12,000 acres of 
ranch and range land in the Carmel Valley. 

I took the job in April 1915, so that in April of 1968 I will 
have been associated with the operations here for 53 years. 

My new job put me in close contact with the business 
world and was perhaps the most important step in my career, 
such as it is. 

As this record deals specifically with the history of Del 
Monte, I am not going to mention my other activities. I did get 
involved in a good many important things, but they have no 
particular bearing on the Del Monte operation.

History of the Lodge 
When the idea of the Lodge was conceived, there was noth-

ing in the Del Monte Forest except the 17 Mile Drive and 
what was called the “Scenic” drive at the top of the hill. The 
17 Mile Drive at that time, in the days of the horse-drawn 
stagecoaches, started at the Hotel Del Monte, went through 
historic Monterey, around the waterfront at Pacific Grove, into 
the Forest, and along the waterfront much as it runs now, then 
from Pebble Beach to the Carmel Mission, then over the hill 
and back again to the hotel. Pebble Beach was a convenient 

stopping place for luncheon. 
The first year that I came to the Monterey Peninsula, bring-

ing my wife and infant child here for the summer, was 1908. 
There was a picnic served which was given by William H. 
Crocker, who was my boss for many years, about where the 
18th Hole of the Pebble Beach Golf Course is now situated. 
Shortly after that, the idea was conceived to build a wooden 
log cabin at this point overlooking the picnic grounds, where 
meals could be served. 

At the same time that the Lodge was built, a feeble attempt 
was made to develop and sell the adjacent real estate. 

There is some dispute as to the exact date of the opening 
of the Lodge. It was between 1908 and 1915. My own guess 
is that it opened in approximately 1912 — and I was quite a 
constant visitor to the Peninsula in the years that I lived in the 
San Joaquin Valley.

This is the second installment of the serialization of the 
memoirs of Pebble Beach Company founder Samuel Finlay 
Brown Morse, which The Pine Cone is printing in connection 
with the company’s centennial. To learn more about him, read 
the book, “Boss,” written by his grandson, Charles Osborne.

The Lodge at Pebble Beach and the 18th Green as they appeared 
in 2001.
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HACIENDA CARMEL 
Two bedroom, two bathroom condo available to rent 

-

Contact Cardinalli Property Management 
at 831-375-0984 

DRE Lic 01878046
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